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sation passed between them on a paper of " Hints"
tending to an adjustment of the differences, which Frank
lin had drawn up. His main point, besides an abso
lute repeal of the obnoxious Statutes, was that in time of
war, and on requisition from the King, each province
should be bound to raise money for the public service
through its own Assembly, and in proportion according to
the rate of the land tax which might be imposed in Eng-
land. But Franklin had added some other conditions,
which even in Lord Chatham's judgment were wholly
inadmissible, as that none of the King's troops should
enter or quarter in any Colony but with the consent of
its legislature. At last, notwithstanding the utmost zeal
and pains both in Mr. Barclay and Lord Howe, it was
found impossible to agree upon the terms desired; and
on the 20th of February Lord North with little or no
previous notice brought 'forward in the House of Com-
mons a conciliatory scheme of his own.

This conciliatory scheme as it was called proved to>
be, however, no more than a Resolution of the House of
Commons purporting: That if the Legislature of any of
the American provinces should propose to make some
provision for the common defence and also for the civil
government of that province, and if such proposal should
be approved of by the King and Parliament, it would be
proper to forbear while such provision lasted from levy-
ing or imposing any tax, duty, or assessment within the
said province. This conditional renunciation of the right
of taxation, though still left dependent on the approval in
each case of the King and Parliament, would have been
of service in the earlier stages of the contest But in
the crisis to which matters had grown who could reason-
ably expect it to prevail ? From the communications
with Dr. Franklin and from some other circumstances
there is reason to believe that in framing this scheme the
Minister's first views had taken a wider range, and that
he had agreed to curtail it in compliance to the Bedford
section of his party. Even in its maimed or mutilated
form his Resolution did not pass without some dread of
these, not quite friendly, friends. Gibbon who had re-
cently entered Parliament thus describes the scene:
" Last Monday a conciliatory motion of allowing the Co-